
WELCOME BACK RSA FAMILIES
August 6, 2021

Dear Parents and Guardians,

Welcome back to Redding School of the Arts. We are excited to again be able to implement the mission of
the school which is to provide a rich, hands-on, integrated subject theme year, with daily visual or
performing arts offerings.  RSA’s theme this year is Ancient Civilizations. We look forward to having all our
students back in our classrooms and returning to a more “normal” schedule with leveled math classes,
school assemblies, theme days, performances, and events. Our goal this year is to help every child feel
welcomed, connected and part of the RSA family. In addition, we endeavor to challenge each student to
grow academically in a supportive, intervention focused, and positive educational environment.

RSA’s Governing Board has been working diligently on the high school expansion slated to begin with
freshmen and sophomores in August 2022. Along with the High School expansion, the Governing Board
has been planning for a transition in leadership as the Search / Hiring Committee continues to pursue an
Executive Director who will rise to the challenge of the RSA mission and expansion into an Early College
High School; in the interim Margaret Johnson will return full time to this position, focusing efforts to
establish and build the new high school. In addition the board implemented a new administrative
organizational chart and promoted Carol Wahl to Principal and Wendy Sanders as the Intervention and
Special Education Director.  We are all excited to continue to work closely together to fulfill the vision and
mission of our unique and distinctive school.

Below is a list of important announcements to help us focus on this new year and celebrate learning at
RSA. Please note that all important information is both emailed to families and posted on our website for
your convenience.

Meet and Greet
● On Thursday, August 12 th, classrooms will be open so that teachers and students can meet each

other, students can see old friends, and you can bring in school supplies prior to the first day of
school. This year there will be two sessions based on your child’s last name. If your child’s last
name starts with A-K please attend the session (5:00 p.m.-6:00 p.m.) If your child’s last name
starts with L-Z please attend the session (6:15 p.m.-7:15). p.m. To comply with COVID
guidelines, masks are required when indoors and strict adherence to these timed sessions is greatly
appreciated. After each session families will be asked to vacate the school to make room for the
next families and respect our teachers’ personal time. We look forward to welcoming you and your
child/ren back to school.



● Your child’s homeroom teacher will be sending you an introductory letter by Tuesday,
with additional details.Aug 10, 2021

● Registration for YMCA after school care will be available.
● Meet the elective teachers and sign-up for outside interests, Boy Scouts, Girl Scouts, classes, etc,

will be available in the community room.
● Cross Country &  Bocce Ball team sign ups will be available in the Main Cafe
● YMCA afterschool care sign ups, Representatives from Parent Teacher Council and Theater

Booster Club will be available to inform of their services, meetings, volunteer opportunities, and
other ways to get involved with the school. Representatives will be at tables in

● Please be prepared to print or electronically access your child’s schedule prior to attending
this event.

Drop Off/Pick Up (Dismissal) Changes:
These changes are occurring as a result of parental feedback from the spring survey and government
funded learning loss recovery efforts based on spring student testing data.  ( i.e. increase in learning time
for 3rd graders and reduced time between pick-up.) Highlighted in yellow below are the key changes that
have been made.

● New Times:
○ Drop Off (7:40 a.m. – 8:00 a.m.): Procedure for Drop Off- Students are to report directly to

their classrooms by entering the building through the designated entry points. (Students are
expected to be in their seats by 8:00 a.m. Monday-Friday and are considered late if just
arriving at the school at 8:00 a.m.).

○ Dismissal - Monday will remain our early dismissal day with Kinder-2nd ending at 12:30 pm
and 3rd-8th ending at 1:00 p.m. Tuesday-Thursday Kinder-2nd will be dismissed at 2:25
p.m. and 3rd-8th will be dismissed at 2:45 p.m.

● Early Bird: RSA will offer a limited number of families who have students at multiple schools to
drop their child off at 7:30am at the Southside pick up location. Students will  then proceed through
the library courtyard and walk to the main café where they will be supervised outside until 7:40 a.m.
At 7:40 a.m. students will be released to go to their homeroom classroom.

● All students may be dropped off at school beginning at 7:40 a.m. Students will head directly to
their homeroom class. Procedures/Routes: Drop off and Pick-up procedures will remain similar to
last school year (see attached). Students will utilize the routes on either the activity center (South)
side of the school or along the front of the school(North) side, depending on their homeroom
teacher. See the attached Drop-Off / Pick-Up Procedures with map/routes to identify by homeroom
teacher which location to use. As a reminder, parents are allowed to walk their child to the entry
door of their classes on the first floor only.  Staff members will be at the door to greet students as
they enter without their parents.

● RABA Bus information has not yet been finalized and will be available at the Meet and Greet on
August 12th.

The complete Reopening Plan for 2021-22 will be available for review on Tuesday, August 10th and
discussed at that evening’s public board meeting.

Your Child’s Teacher(s) for 2021-22
● Homeroom assignments and class schedules will be posted to your child's Aeries account on

Wednesday afternoon, August 11th and you will be receiving a welcome letter from your child’s
homeroom teacher by Tuesday August 10th..



● Visual and Performing Arts/Elective Teachers; Mr. Burkett (music), Mr. Wylie (music), Mrs. Noble
(instrumental music/strings) Ms. Brown (Art), Ms. Warmington (Art), Elective Teachers Mrs. Hess
(vocal/ drama), Mrs. Rogerson (drama), Mrs. Russo (dance), Mrs. Steffensen (dance/ drama) and
Mr. Steffensen (tumbling/ body movement), Mrs Kennedy (Cooking and Nutrition)

● Math Teachers for grades 3 - 8 are leveled math groups to provide maximum support for student
learning and to target potential learning loss from operating in the various phases of instruction last
year. Ms Martin, Mrs. Zaniroli, and  Mrs. Zimmerman (3rd grade math), Ms. Kim, Mr. Sharits and
Mrs. Wang (4th grade math), Ms. Nichols,  Mr. Sharits and Mrs. Scott (5th grade math), Mr.
Sheridan and Ms. Song (6th grade math, Ms. Song 7th grade math, Ms. Song and Mr Wylie (8th
grade math), Mr. Teig(6th, 7th and 8th grade math).

School Supplies
● A general list by grade level can be found on the RSA website under featured resources on

Friday, August 6th- Teachers may have specific item requests listed on their welcome back letter..

COVID Policy /School Reopening Plan
Overall the COVID-19 policy encourages a layered approach to reduce viral transmission and maximize
students in person learning. How does this guidance maximize classroom time?

o Modified quarantine for some: If an unvaccinated student is exposed to someone with
COVID and both parties are wearing masks at the time of exposure, the exposed student
can keep coming to school as long as they don’t develop symptoms. They will need to be
tested twice weekly and avoid participation in extracurricular activities for 10 days.

o Shorter quarantine for others: All school-based close contacts (students and staff) can
end quarantine and resume normal activities on Day 8, if they test negative for COVID on
Day 6 or later.

o Vaccinated students and staff do not need to quarantine after exposure if they are
symptom free.

RSA’s specific layered approach includes:

● Universal Mask Wearing: Masks are required to be worn at all times by staff and students when
indoors. Students will not be required to wear masks outdoors, when eating, at recess/PE or at drop
off/pick up.

○ As of July 28, 2021, the California Department of Public Health (CDPH) has issued the
following guidance for the use of face coverings: Masks are required for all individuals in
the following indoor settings, regardless of vaccination status: On public transit, Indoors in
K-12 schools/childcare and Emergency/Cooling shelters.
https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/CID/DCDC/Pages/COVID-19/guidance-for-face-coverings.aspx#

○ Schools have been tasked with enforcing the mask requirement for in person learning.  RSA
administration will not be disciplining students who do not comply with the mask requirement
but we will exclude  students from the “In-Person Learning” program if they choose not to
wear a face covering while indoors.  These students will be offered an alternative
educational opportunity in our Independent Study/Homeschool program. (AB 130)

● Hand Washing: Students will be required to wash their hands frequently throughout the day.
● Superior classroom ventilation systems.
● Maintain seating charts and cohorts of students when possible.

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/travelers/face-masks-public-transportation.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/fully-vaccinated-guidance.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schools-childcare/guidance-for-childcare.html#anchor_1613686926452
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/php/eh-practitioners/general-population-disaster-shelters.html
https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/CID/DCDC/Pages/COVID-19/guidance-for-face-coverings.aspx#


● Outside learning spaces.
● CDPH and RSA are encouraging all those who can be vaccinated to be vaccinated to reduce the

spread of COVID 19.
If your family choose

Volunteering at the School
● Parents may begin volunteering after Labor day weekend and as arranged with teachers or other

staff members. An online or in-person training session will be offered in August.
● Parents will be allowed to volunteer inside the building this year regardless of vaccination status.

Anyone entering the building through the lobby, vaccinated or unvaccinated, will be required to wear
a mask when indoors.

● Encouraged Volunteer Hours: Parents will NOT be required to complete and track a set number of
volunteer hours this year, however, any help you are able to provide will be greatly appreciated and
enhance the learning for all students. Teachers will explain volunteer opportunities at the Back To
School Night. **Please note: Depending on the status of COVID restrictions, the re-implementation
of tracking volunteer hours will resume.

Outside Interest
● Students WILL be required to complete outside interest activities this school year.

○ Students 4th grade and older must be pursuing their particular interest in visual or
performing arts outside of their academic school day with a qualified instructor (not simply
parent or grandparent). Verification of Participation will be required two times during the
school year.

○ Students 3rd grade and younger are required to be involved periodically in an area of the
visual and performing arts throughout the school year and documented at least once during
the year; Those who do not pursue an outside interest in the arts during the fall semester
must do so in the spring.

● After School Activities will be available again this year as an option of meeting your outside interest
requirements. (fee for service)

We are honored to be serving as administrators for Redding School of the Arts.  It is a privilege to be part
of this unique school community where all stakeholders truly work in partnership to care for each other and
build positive relationships that support our students’ academic, emotional and social growth.

So-Welcome Back! Let us resolve to work together to provide another great year of education for the RSA
community.

Sincerely,

RSA Administratio�

Margaret Johnson- Executive Director
Carol Wahl- Principal
Wendy Sanders- Intervention/Special Education Director


